
 

 

 
 
 
Newsletter Deadline 
September 20

th
  

 
 

St. Matthias United Methodist Church  
426 Deacon Road  

Fredericksburg, Virginia 22405  
Phone: (540) 373 -8759 

Email: office@stmatthiasumc.org  
 
 
 

Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Services 
8:45 and 11:00 a.m. 

Nursery Hours 
8:45 a.m. ï Birth to 2 years 

Sunday School Hour ï Birth to 2 years 
 

Nursery Volunteers Always Needed!!!!!  

Return Service Requested**Time -Dated Material** Please Expedite  

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE PAID 

FREDERICKSBURG  VA 

PERMIT  NO. 235             

 
St. Matthias United Methodist Church  

426 Deacon Road 

Fredericksburg, VA 22405  

 

September is always a very exciting month for churches. The summer 
hiatus is over and you can hear the churchôs committees and boards rum-
ble and roar to life. Attendance at worship should rise considerably. The 
UMYF will reconvene under the direction of our new Youth Director, Jill 
Mullins. Iôm looking forward to all these things, and my opportunity to 
delve deeper into the life of St. Matthias.   
 
As I write this, Iôve had two Meet the Pastor groups gather. They brought 
out close to 40 people altogether. Iôm looking forward to two more ses-
sions, plus the make-up session on the 28

th
. If you havenôt come to one 

yet, try to make it to one of the remaining gatherings. Iôm learning a lot 
about who you are, and why St. Matthias is so special to you. Iôm also 
learning about where you want to see the church head in the future. As I 
said, exciting.   
 
Photos for the new church directory will be coming up at the end of the 
month. Please make sure to sign up and have a portrait made. The ses-
sion is free, you may buy sets of pictures if you want to, and it will help 
make our directory a more accurate and thorough document of the life of 
St. Matthias in 2010. Exciting AND historical.   
 
There has been some concern about the parsonage not having a tele-
phone ñlandline.ò When Paula moved she cancelled her phone service, 
because we were planning on using another company. After 7 weeks of 
back-breaking effort (Iôm on a first-name basis with the manager of the 
Verizon store in Central Park. Sheôs Liz. Tell her your pastor is Holy 
Man), we finally have a phone line installed. However, the number is not 
the one you are used to calling. It is, as of now, 373-2339. After a 
breather, Iôll jump back into the fray and try to get the number changed 
back to the number you are all familiar with. Iôll let you know when I suc-
ceed or ultimately fail. Not so exciting, but necessary. 

So, most of the stuff going on right now is exciting. Please make sure you 
are a part of the excitement here at St. Matthias. Take care. 

Peace and Prayers, 

Walt 
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Administrative Council  

CALENDARING:   The following additions/deletions were made to the church calendar. 

¶ Add  
12 Sep:  Back to UMYF Night, 6:30pm 
26 Sep:  Katrina Mission Trip meeting after the 11:00 service 
9  Oct:  Planning Conference, 8:30-12:00 
14 Oct:  Senior FUN Group (morning event w/lunch) 
18 Oct:  CHARGE CONFERENCE FORMS DUE TO CHRIS 
3 Nov:  Charge Conference, 7:00pm, St. Matthias 
14-20 Nov:  Katrina Mission Trip 
20 Nov:  Ashland District Training Day (Shady Grove UMC) 

¶ Delete  
5 Sep:  NO UMYF 
11 Sep:  NO Planning Conference 

NEW OFFICE COMPUTER EQUIPMENT:  A special thank you to Don Clark for all the help 
with purchasing and setting up the new computer for Chris Embry. 

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY:  Pictures will be taken by Olan Mills on 23-25 September. 
Additional information will go out to everyone through the bulletin and newsletter and 
Don will have folks sign up after services. He has eight $25.00 coupons to be given to 
lucky winners.  Just a reminder, the first 8x10 is FREE.  Don is also in need of candid 
photos that have been taken during other events at St. Matthias.  If anyone has any 
digital photos they would like to be considered for inclusion into the new direc-
tory, please email them to don@djclark.net . He is also looking for people who 

can help during the picture taking times, please see Don if you can help.  

SAFE SANCTUARY:  Mandatory training will be August 29 and September 12 after the 11:00 
service.  The training should not last more than an hour and a half.  Attendees will be RE-
QUIRED to sign the covenant stating they have received a copy of and will abide by the pol-
icy. 

NEW YOUTH DIRECTOR:  Ms. Jill Mullins is our new Youth Director.  She is excited to be 

here and to kick off the youth program.  WELCOME JILL and THANK YOU FOR  

ANSWERING THE AD IN THE PAPER AND GODôs CALL. 

FINANCE REPORT:  Kathy reported the July Expenses exceeded Revenues by $1,619.  
There are seven payments left on the church loan ($12,000). The parsonage loan IS PAID 
OFF!  At this time, we should be a little over 60% of the budget spent.  A $700.00 grant was 
received for the handicap accessibility modifications made to the parsonage. 

PASTORôS REPORT:  Walt reported he and Betty are thrilled to be here. He is holding sev-
eral ñget to know the pastorò events on Tuesday evenings.  He had about 13 the first night 
and 25 the second night.  Discussions revolve around ñWhy did you come to St. Matthias, 
Why are you still here, What would you like to see changed?ò  All are encouraged to attend 
the remaining times if you have not already done so.  His office hours are 9:00-1:00, and he 
will be taking Mondayôs as his day off. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Thomas & Nancy Ann Morgan 

16 Scott & Samantha Lamm 

18 Andrew & Christine Holt 

22 Bruce & Susan Ganger 

1 Preston Ganger 

3 Sharon Duling 

3 Joni Lewis Haney 

4 Jesse Garland 

6 John Hull 

6 Hollee Morgan 

6 Taylor Thompson 

9 Jim Hardwick 

9 Alison Hunter 

11 Betty Gardner 

13 Philip Nichols 

15 Sam Dixon 

15 Walt Westbrook 

16 Samantha Gmitter 

16 Marian Lynch 

17 Martha Haselbush 

18 Nancy Foster 

18 Todd Gardner 

19 Alexandra Payne 

19 Susan Wiegand 

20 Megan Anderson 

20 Lucy Dixon 

22 David Hawkins 

22 Watson Gordon 

22 Gregory McBride 

23 Mick Davis 

23 Dotty Mason 

26 Ruth Payne 

27 Nancy Dent 

27 Alyssa Kniffin 

28 Jennifer Sprow 

29 David Hayes 

29 Valerie Wick 

30 Sarah Kniffin 

Please let the church office know if there are any errors 
or omissions with this list.  We are constantly working 

on updating our files.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

     01 

*10am UMW 

*11am Prayer 

02 

*7pm Trustees  

*7pm Al-Anon 

03 

 

04 

05 

  

06 

Labor Day 

Office Closed 

07 

*6:30pm Disciple 

I 

08 

*10am UMW  

*11am Prayer  

*7pm Finance 

*7pm Choir 

09 

*7pm Worship  

*7pm Al-Anon 

10 11 

 

12 

*12pm Acolytes 

*12pm Safe 

Sanctuary 

Training 

*6:30pm Cub 

Scouts 

*7pm UMYF 

 

13 

*6:30pm Cub 

Scouts 

14 

*6:30pm Disciple 

I 

15 

*10am UMW  

*11am Prayer  

*7pm Choir 

 

16 

*7pm  

Ad. Council  

*7pm Girl 

Scouts  

*7pm Al-Anon 

17 

 

18 

 

19  

*7:30am UMM 

Breakfast 

*12pm SPRC 

*12pm Kid s 

Club 

*6:30pm Cub 

Scouts 

*7pm UMYF 
 

20 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

*6:30pm Cub 

Scouts 

21 

*6:30pm Disciple 

I 

22 

*10am UMW  

*11am Prayer 

*7pm Choir  

 

23 

12pm Retired 

Teacher s 

Luncheon 

*2pm-9:30pm 

Picture Day 

*7pm Al-Anon 

24 

*2pm-9:30pm 

Picture Day 

25 

*9:30am-

5:30pm Picture 

Day 

26 

*12pm Katrina 

Mission Mtg. 

*6:30pm Cub 

Scouts 

*7pm UMYF 

 

27 28 

*6:30pm Disciple 

I 

29 

 

30 
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TRUSTEES:  The Trustees are hard at work as always.  An article is in the newsletter highlight-
ing all they have been doing recently.  The 2010 church inventory (both textual and pictorial) is 
complete.  The Trustees ask if anyone donates or buys anything new for the church, please pro-
vide the item information to them to add to the inventory list to keep it current. 

 

MISSIONS:  St. Matthias continues to be focused on missions for the community and world.  
Some highlights are: 

¶ Fifteen bags of food were recently taken to Hope House. 

¶ School Dressing Days donations were listed in the bulletin.  We had more volunteers from St. 
Matthias participate.  The local newspaper reported there were 1300 children supported this 
year. 

¶ Used eyeglasses can be placed in the Lionôs Club box in the mission hallway to be donated to 
the Lionôs Club for reuse. 

¶ Katrina Mission trip is scheduled for 14-20 November and will be the last one.  Suggested 
new area for mission work is Nashville, TN, from the flooding that occurred there. 

¶ Scouting for Food will be in November. 

 ñNothing but Netsò is a suggestion for an international mission.  The program is focused on elimi-
nating malaria in Africa by 2015. 

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION:  The minimum number of newsletters needed to meet the re-
quirement for bulk mail is 200.  We are typically not able to meet that minimum; therefore, the 
cost of mailing the newsletter will increase.  The Ad Council agreed starting next month on a 6-
month trial basis we would send the newsletter out by email for those we have email addresses, 
have hardcopies available in the narthex for those who attend who may not have a computer, 
post it on the website, and continue to mail to shut-ins or those who do not have electronic or 
hardcopy access. 

CHARGE CONFERENCE:  Charge Conference will be held on 3 November, 7:00pm, at St. Mat-
thias.  The other churches who will be joining us are Hillcrest, Andrew Chapel, and New Hope.  
The focus will be on the following two Bishop Robert Schnaseôs practices:  ñIntentional Faith De-
velopment (Small Groups) and/or Extravagant Generosity (Stewardship).ò  Committee members 
were given their forms to fill out for the Charge Conference report, and they are due to Chris 
Embry no later than 18 October.  Our planning conference will focus on these two practices. 

Blessings on this Council for all they do, 
Peg Jones, Administrative Council Chair 

http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100701
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1670&date=20100701
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=497&date=20100701
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100702
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100703
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100704
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100705
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100706
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1891&date=20100706
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1891&date=20100706
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100707
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1672&date=20100707
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1664&date=20100707
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100708
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1677&date=20100708
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=497&date=20100708
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100709
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100710
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100711
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1746&date=20100711
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100712
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100713
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1892&date=20100713
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1892&date=20100713
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100714
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1673&date=20100714
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1664&date=20100714
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100715
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1678&date=20100715
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1678&date=20100715
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1743&date=20100715
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1743&date=20100715
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=497&date=20100715
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100716
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100717
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100718
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1747&date=20100718
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100719
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100720
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1893&date=20100720
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http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=497&date=20100722
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100723
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100724
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100725
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1748&date=20100725
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100726
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/day.php?date=20100727
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1894&date=20100727
http://www.stmatthiasumc.org/calendar/view_entry.php?id=1894&date=20100727


 

All children grades 2nd through 5th are invited  
 
It is a new year and Kidsô Club is ready to start!!!   
But in order to do anything, we need your help!    
 
Our planning meeting is Sept. 19th, after the eleven oôclock  
service.  All second, third, forth and fifth graders are invited to bring a bag lunch and meet in the 
social hall, where we will vote on the activities the group will participate in though-out the year.   
 
If you are unable to attend the planning meeting, but would like to put your vote in please contact 
Julie Dixon at 373-6718 or jrdixon11@cox.net. 

                                 Kidsô Club 
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Jill Mullins is our new Director of Youth Ministries.  She comes to us from the Ramoth Baptist 

Church.  She has extensive experience in leading a youth program at the Baptist Church.   She 

has also worked in the Prince William County Schools as a paraprofessional in the Special Needs 

Department.  She now resides at 2 Holly Brooke Court, Stafford, Virginia 22554.  Please wel-

come her to our Church family.      

Chair, Pastor/Staff Parish Relations Committee. 

NEW YOUTH DIRECTOR    

 
Volunteers Needed:  

 
Children's sermons are usually around 5 minutes long and are object lessons  

based on the pastor's sermon or Bible readings for the day. Planning a children's  
sermon can take two minutes to two hours depending on your personality or style. 
People who are comfortable speaking in front of the congregation are encouraged  

to volunteer. 
 

Please contact Walt for more information or to volunteer. 
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Trustees Report  
 
The Church is not a building; it is much more than bricks, wood, glass, and cement. But materials 
together create a space for the people of faith in God to gather, pray, sing, and to grow in faith, 
love and service. The building where we gather to pray, etc. requires repairs and improvements 
which is the responsibility of the SMUMC Board of Trustees. 
  
Recent Efforts: 

1.       Sanctuary spotlight was repaired 
2.       2010 Fire Inspection has been completed and we PASSED. 
3.       Preventive maintenance work performed on church HVAC units 
4.       Kitchen storage closet was treated for ants 
5.       New front door installed at the Parsonage 
  

Future Efforts: 
1.       Install glare reduction clear-tinted film on all east side windows of the Sanctuary. 
2.       A new copier has been leased (lease-purchase) for the church office. It will be  
          installed on 15 September 
3.       Replace the Sanctuary roof in the near future; Sale of Food Gift Cards (Scrip) will    
          help fund this task. 

 

 

               

                         The Messenger  

 

In an effort to save money and time, the Administrative Council voted at its 
last meeting to try something new with the newsletter for the next six 
months: 

Beginning with next monthôs newsletter, everyone who has an email address on our list will 
receive their newsletter via email.  

For those without email, weôll have copies of the newsletter at church for you to pick up.  

For those who cannot come to church, we will continue to mail your newsletter to you.  

The savings in postage, paper and toner will be considerable. A great deal of time will be 
saved when our secretary and her volunteers no longer have to run off, staple and fold a cou-
ple of hundred newsletters each month. However, if you prefer to receive a paper newsletter, 
even if we have your email address, please call the office and weôll mail your newsletter to 
you. Please let us know how this works for you so the Administrative Council will have a clear 
sense of the congregationôs feelings when it comes time to evaluate the program. 
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