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School Dressing
Days

We will soon begin
collecting select
clothing items for the
Interfaith Community
Council School
Dressing Days that
occurs in August.
Stay tuned for
details.

If interested in help-
ing with this impor-
tant mission please
contact Bob Dixon.
We would love to see
this mission grow this
year within our con-
gregation.
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From the Pastor

| am delighted to be addressing this letter to St. Matthias UMC as your new
pastor. It is an honor and a privilege to serve you in this capacity. Betty and |
are very excited about returning to this area. | spent my first 15 years as a
pastor on the Ashland District, and our daughter, Cassie, was born at the old
Mary Washington Hospital in 1986.

Please allow me this brief introduction: By the time | was 22 years old,
|l 6d I'ived in eight states. Dad was a
(people always ask when they see that amount of moving around). | heard the
call to the ministry when | was eleven years old. | never pursued another ca-
reer path. My BA (music history and theory) is from Emory & Henry College,
and my Master of Divinity is from Drew University in New Jersey.

In 1980, | graduated from Drew, was ordained, and assigned to Dahl-
gren UMC. They were very kind and patient with me, since | was fresh out of
seminary and thought | knew a whole lot more than | really did. From there, we
moved to Highland Springs UMC, then to Bethany UMC in Reedville. Finally,

webve just spent 11 years at Jamieso
tion to my seminary training, | 06ve r
Richmond Hill Retreat Center in Richmond and the Shalem Institute in Be-
t hesda, MD . | f necessary, I 61 1 be gl
when | get a chance.

Betty and | got married in 1978,

Virginian and never lived anywhere else besides those two years in New Jer-
sey. Her degrees are in Social Work from Virginia Intermont College and Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University. Cassie has a Bachelor of Music degree from
VCU, and is teaching elementary school music near Lynchburg.

Betty has a bad medical condition called Hereditary Spastic Paraple-
gi a. ltdéds | i ke MS, in that she is sT]
and no cure. She uses a walker to get around right now, with a wheelchair for
longer treks. Your Trustees were very considerate in building a ramp up to the
front door, and modifying a bathroom so she can use it.

Dond6t expect me to instigate ver)y
here. My goal is to get to know you and learn about this church and commu-
ni ty. ALi sten and Learno is my philo

This has gone on too long. Thank you for your patience in reading it. |
look forward to meeting each and every one of you over the summer.

Peace and Prayers,
Walt

n M
ece|
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FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Once again those lazy, hot and humid days of a Virginia summer are upon us. Traditionally, many
of us will find ourselves taking a break from the regular schedule or vacationing out of town
during these couple of months. Consequently, it is a given that church attendance will decrease,
at least until the weather starts to cool and school gets back into session.

The Finance Committee wishes to remind you that during these summer months, even though
many of us may be absent on Sunday mornings, the operating expenses of this church do not
take a vacation. We still need to pay our staff salaries and benefits, purchase program supplies,
remit a portion of our annual Conference and District apportionments, and continue to maintain
our buildings and grounds during summer months. Air conditioning and grass cutting are two
examples of expenses that will no doubt increase over the next couple of months.

Even though we may be on vacation and
be much appreciated i f our congregatio

Kathleen Smith
Finance Committee Chair

Pastor Westbrook's Welcoming Reception & Staff Appreciation

On Sunday, July 11th, after the 2nd service, the Pastor/Staff Parish
Relations Committee is sponsoring a special reception welcoming Reverend
Walter Westbrook and his wife to St Matthias and honoring our excellent
staff. Please mark your calendar and plan to attend this very special event.

eVrw
A S
THAKK YO
OWO

We would like to thank the congregation for the

support and prayers for our two grandchildren.

They seem to be doing fine now. They were both critical ill.

Paul and Martha Haselbush

This Month'’s *

Birthdays!

July
Birthdays
&

Anniversaries

1 Gordon & Ruth Payne

2 Larry & Betsy Mosley

3 Willie & Dottie Mason

4 Roger & Katherine Morgan
19 | Sonny & Cathy Bray

1 Patricia von Schwanitz
2 Jeannine Purcell
3 Susan Gmitter

4 Paul Dobson

4 J.T. Morris

6 Greg Anderson

7 Kamryn Lear

10 Christopher Bornholtz
10 Cathy Hawkins

12 Russell Gardner
12 Peggy Jones

15 Jonathan Rivera
16 Bryce Hogue

16 Dolly King

16 Troy King

16 Thomas Morgan
19 Clyde Hambrick
19 Logan Hunter

19 Dale Kniffin

20 Judy Clark

20 Christine Holt

20 John Moore

21 Christopher Lamm
22 Ruby Courtney

23 Lauren Conn

23 Laura Gardner

24 Eileen Rivera

26 Nichole Nargi

29 Dennis Wood

30 Roger Keene

31 Samantha Anderson
31 Gene Bailey

31 Margaret Ann Holt

Please let the church office know if there are any errors or omissions with this list. We are constantly working
on updating our files.
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Sun Mon Tue \Wed [Thu Fri Sat
01 02 03
*7pm Trustees
*7pm Al-Anon
04 05 06 07 08 09 10
*6:30pm Disciple [F10am UMW [*7pm Worship
I *11lam Prayer [*7pm Al-Anon
*7pm Choir
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
*12pm *6:30pm Disciple [f10am UMW [*7pm
\Welcoming I *11am Prayer |Ad. Councll
Reception/Staff *7pm Choir  [*7pm Girl
Appreciation Scouts
*7pm UMYF *7pm Al-Anon
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
*7:30am UMM Newsletter *10am UMW [*7pm Al-Anon
Breakfast Deadline *11lam Prayer
*12pm SPRC *6:30pm Disciple [*7pm Choir
*7pm UMYF I
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
*7pm UMYF *6:30pm Disciple [f10am UMW [*7pm Al-Anon

*11am Prayer
*7pm Choir

Report on Annual Conference

This report on Virginia's 228th Annual Conference covers the highlights and my viewpoints on the
conference.

The conference's theme was "Leading by Following Jesus" and in this regard our bible study
and teaching plenary sessions were led by the authors (Rev. Marc Brown, Rev. John Briggs and lay
leader Ms. Kathy Merry) of the book "Does Your Church Have a Prayer". During their three sessions
they discussed faithful remembering, faithful equipping and faithful encouraging. They said the first
part of following Jesus is to be personally transformed and the second is to be a transformational
leader for Jesus. They defined transformation as a movement of hope into a future that is different
from the past. They also stated that in attempting to achieve transformation, relationships must be
built before tasks can be attempted and completed.

The conference preacher was Rev. Vance Ross, who is deputy to general secretary for Exter-
nal Connectional Relations and Strategy Initiatives for the United Methodist General Board of Disci-
pleship in Nashville. He was a passionate and powerful speaker who was a pleasure to hear. He
pointed out the word "follow" in Greek doesn't mean "just to come hang out”. It means to drop what
you are doing, cut loose from it; just as Simon, Andrew, James and John did when Jesus called
them to follow him. They walked away because there was something unique. Rev. Ross stated "God
Is looking for followers of Jesus, so we must push away from lesser callings".

The conference was asked to vote on five resolutions which were all approved. These were
as follows: a. Merge on Goodson Foundation, Stockton Academy and the Pennel Foundation into a
single entity - the Bishop's Foundation; b. a call to prayer and ministry for Military families; c. provide
full-disclosure of funding and implementation plans for all church pension and benefit plans; d. urge
our state legislators to review the state's stance towards non-violent offenders with the goal to re-
duce the state's prison population; e. endorse public policy measures to reduce smoking and to-
bacco usage, particularly among children and pregnant women.

A redistricting plan was presented that reduced the number of districts from eighteen to six-
teen. This change would result in saving approximately $425,000 annually. The impact for us is that
our District Supervisor would remain the same but he would have fewer churches under his supervi-
sion.

The conference site selection committee presented their site proposal for the years 2012-
2016. They chose to return to Roanoke in 2012 and then go to Hampton 2013-2016. This was met
with objections and it was finally decided that the conference would be held in Roanoke 2015 and
2016. The other significant thing was the schedule in that the conference would be from Friday-
Sunday vs. the current practice of Sunday-Wednesday.

Now the numbers:
Conference Offering - $180,500 (Goal $300,000)
Kits - 43,443 total; 25,137 Health, 10,155 School, 4,856 Birthing. 1,154
Sewing, 1,734 Layette and 30 food buckets.
Cash donations of $73,523.
Stop Hunger Now Kits - 102,000.

Once again my attendance at Annual Conference was rewarding and uplifting.

Tom Wiegand
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Administrative Councll

DEVOTION: Change and Trust. We need to remind ourselves even through all the turmoil and
change going on at St. Matthias, God is wunch
the same yesterday and today and forever. o

CALENDARING: The following additions/deletions were made to the calendar.
1 Add

o 4Julyi iWel comi ngo Servi
0 4 Julyi Commissioning for Fred Camp

o 11 Julyi Welcome Reception for Walt and Betty Westbrook and Staff Recognition,
noon, Social Hall

ce for Pastor Wal't

12:00

0 2-6 Augusti Vacation Bible School, 9:00-12:00

0 21 Augusti UMM Serving Micah Breakfast, 7:00am

0 29 Augusti MANDATORY Safe Sanctuary Training, 12:00 noon

0 11 September i Planning Conference, 8:00am t-12:00 noon

0 12 September i Promotion Sunday

0 12 Septemberi MANDATORY Safe Sanctuary Training, 12:00 noon
0 23 September i Pictures taken for pictorial directory, 2:00-9:30pm

0 24 September i Pictures taken for pictorial directory, 2:00-9:30pm

o0 25 September i Pictures taken for pictorial directory, 9:30am-5:30pm
o 5 Octoberi UMW Craft Show, 9:00am

0 Delete

0 14 Julyi Finance Committee meeting CANCELLED

o 15 July i Ad Council meeting CANCELLED

o 17 Julyi Bridge Club will no longer meet at the church after this date
A4 CANSO CHA Pdulg &h&TEom took over 300 food items to Annual Conference.

Thank you all for the generous donations to an extremely worthy cause.

SAFE SANCTUARY: The Safe Sanctuary committee held a meeting to discuss the draft
child/youth protection policy. The revised policy was sent to the committee members and a copy
was forwarded to Walt. MANDATORY training for all staff and volunteers who work with youth is
now scheduled for August 29 and September 12. Anyone who does not take the training will not
be allowed to work with the children or youth.

NEW OFFICE COMPUTER EQUIPMENT: Don Clark purchased and installed a much needed
new HP computer and software for Chris. The old computer hard drive will be cleaned up and the
OS reinstalled. We will have an extra monitor and keyboard for office use.

UPGRADED SOUND SYSTEM DISCUSSION: The Worship Committee made a presentation at
the May Ad Council meeting for replacing/upgrading the current sound system. The members
were to review the material and come back in June to discuss it. It was unanimously agreed the

angi
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From Your Trustees

In preparation for our new minister and his wife (Rev. Walt and Betty Westbrook), a ramp from the
driveway to the front door and a walk-in shower in the upstairs master bathroom have been
installed.

The front door ramp was designed and constructed by church members. The construction is
complete. The final county inspection remains to be performed.

fiThank you to those who worked on the parsonage ramp.
Your knowledge, tireless efforts, determination
and sweat made it happen! 0

The master bathroom walk -in shower was installed by a highly
Qualified local contractor on June 23rd and 24"

Trustees also performed the following church maintenance efforts:
Hall water fountain repaired,
Sign spotlight repaired,
Fence around the garbage cans repaired,
Ballast was replaced in the narthex ceiling light
Custom fillers installed on HVAC units in both offices,
Sanctuary automatic thermostat was programmed for
the summer season.




