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January 2012 

 

So, why, you ask, would I continue to torture 

myself and my congregation with my miser-

able playing if it terrifies me? I do it pre-

cisely because it terrifies me. Facing our 

fears is the only way to overcome them. The 

only way. I could just stop playing classical 

guitar in public, but that is the cowardly way 

out.  

 

What scares you? What do you avoid because 

of fear? As I used to tell our daughter, don’t 

let your fears determine how you’re going to 

live your life. A life bound by fear is not a 

complete, full, rich life. And a  complete, full, 

rich life is what Christ wants us to have. May 

you all face some fears this year, and emerge 

victorious, more confident and ready for any-

thing. 

 

Peace and Prayers, 

Walt 
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At my house, this new year is significant be-

cause it’s a Leap Year. That means Betty will 

have a birthday for the first time since 2008. 

Born on February 29, she makes the best out 

of not having a birthday most years by 

stretching the celebration from late February 

into early March, since there is no real target 

to aim for. Not a bad deal at all. And, of 

course, she has the advantage of aging at one 

quarter the rate of the rest of us. This will be 

her 14th birthday. Our daughter also has a 

February birthday, and both of them turned 

10 a couple of weeks apart in 1996. 

 

So, what does the New Year mean, beyond 

quadrennial birthdays? We like to look at it as 

a blank slate, which is good.  It’s like moving 

into uncharted territory. Some parts of the 

new year will push us to face our fears. 

 

One of my greatest fears is playing classical 

guitar in public. Those of you who heard me 

butcher “Away in a Manger” at our Christmas 

Eve service will understand why it scares me 

so badly. I have played that carol, and the oth-

ers I played that night and the next morning, 

for years. And yet, they never turn out as well 

as they do at home. But, they rarely turn out 

as badly as that poor carol did. 

 

 

The staff of St. Matthias appreci-
ates  

the many kindnesses to us during 
the Christmas season. Thank You! 

 

Walt, Chris, Carole, Greg & Judy 
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FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

 As this is the time of year, when a lot of publications devote space to a review of 

the past year, it was decided we would do that as well this month. Therefore, the follow-

ing is a review of the year 2011 at St. Matthias, as seen through the eyes of the Finance 

Committee. 

 In general, while operating revenues lagged behind those of prior years and re-

flected the economy in general, as of this writing our operating fund was only $7,213 “in 

the red” as of the end of  November. With only December’s figures left to be entered 

into the calculation, as of this writing, it is both unlikely operating expenses would be so 

high in December it would make this loss substantially worse, or operating revenues would 

be so high as to create a breakeven position for the year. (For comparative purposes, St. 

Matthias had a “net loss” of $8,692 in 2010.) 

 A big part of the reason why the financial picture was not as bleak as it could have 

been in the environment of declining revenues, was everyone at St. Matthias who had any 

involvement with the operating expenditures was very careful to spend wisely and con-

servatively this year. None of our staff received salary increases this year. Maintenance 

that could be deferred, was. Midway through the year, it was decided we could no longer 

afford a paid Director of Youth Ministries, but a group of parents and interested mem-

bers stepped up and our youth program has been re-invigorated by the end of 2011. 

 Our video projection system, after several years of planning and work on the part 

of many, has been installed and is beginning to be incorporated into our worship services, 

as well as other special uses, by the end of 2011. 

 The amount of money needed for the sanctuary roof repairs was collected and the 

work was completed in the summer of 2011. 

 Early in the year, it appeared that maybe the scrip program had run it’s course af-

ter five-plus years. Originally started to raise funds for roof replacement on the flat pat 

of our building, the sale of Giant and Food Lion cards has raised thousands of dollars for 

various church (and parsonage) construction projects during it’s existence. The Finance 

Committee decided to commit to keeping this program going and by November, $2,025 

had been raised to be used towards the sanctuary roof repairs, and then a new sound 

system in 2011. 

 Concerning the aforementioned sound system, $7,659 had been accumulated to-

wards purchase and installation of a new one for the sanctuary by mid-December. This is 

roughly 30% of the amount needed; the goal is to have all of the funding in place before 

proceeding. 
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Pastor Staff Parish Relations Committee (PSPRC) 

Opportunity for Input 

The SPRC is soliciting input from anyone who wishes to provide it for decision-

making and improving support to the Church and the congregation. Comments/

suggestions regarding your praises/kudos or concerns/issues with any matters under 

the purview of this Committee may be provided in writing prior to January 15, 

2012 . Your input can be provided to any of the following Committee members: Rich-

ard Moore, Bobbie Dunkin, Brenda Wood, Ross Potts, Susan Miller, Jim Hardwick, 

Jacqueline Arthur, and Lolita Trahan. 

 A few of the other financial highlights from our 2011 church year: 

¶ A record number of bicycles and helmets were purchased for the Salvation Army 

for Christmas 2011, thanks to the generosity of the St. Matthias family. 

¶ In addition to the servant hours donated by nine people for a week this year, a 

check for $2,000 accompanied them to Gulf Coast Mississippi to be used in this fi-

nal year of the Katrina rebuilding effort. 

¶ Once again in 2011, our church was able to fully meet our financial obligations to 

the District and Conference of which St. Matthias is a member; many other 

churches find themselves not in a position to do this. 

A policy to provide guidance for the use and recordkeeping functions of the Pastor’s 

Discretionary (Communion) Fund was developed and can be viewed on the church 

website. 

Looking ahead to 2012, the Finance Committee plans to “go live” with the elec-

tronic offering option early in the year. 

 We thank you for your financial support of St. Matthias in 2011, both in fund-

ing for the day-to-day operations, as well as the numerous special projects and op-

portunities. 

Kathleen Smith 

Finance Committee 
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Your F.U.N. Group Presents the 2012  

 

ñDEAD TIRED PARTYò 

 

WHEN:  January 5, 2012  6:00 ï 9:00 PM 

 

BRING: 1 can of a VEGETABLE soup per couple 

&  

$1.00 per person 

&  

A wrapped gift per person 

(Preferably one you wish you had not gotten) 

 

DRESS: Come dressed for the evening in your favorite relaxing lounge wear 

 

Make your plans now to come relax, enjoy a great evening of ñFunò and a cele-

bration of the end of the busiest of seasons 

 

SIGN UP TODAY ON Bulletin Board in the Narthex 

To have a good friend is one of the greatest delights in life 

Happiness is an unexpected hug  
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to Rodney Hubbard for the beautiful stable he 

built for the Children's Christmas Program.  It is 

portable so it can be used for many years.  

Thank you, Rodney 

A Special Thank You!! 

 

We had a wonderful Christmas weekend this year. It required a whole lot of work by a whole 
lot of people. Mary Lou has thanked the participants in the Childrenôs Service in a separate 
note, but she needs a big Thank You, too, for that and the bicycle drive. Many children have a 
better new year because of her hard work. 

 

For our 8pm Christmas Eve service,  thanks must go to Rodney Hubbard for the perfect sta-
ble he constructed and placed up front. My thanks also to the Altar Guild and everyone who 
participated in the Hanging of the Greens, as well as those who created all the wonderful ban-
ners that are gracing walls all over the church. 

 

My thanks to Peg Jones as the worship leader, and to her daughter who helped us serve 
communion. I am also grateful for all the musicians who contributed their talents: the choir, 
Evelyn, Beth, Laura and Ken. And, Carole Hall is indispensable as our Music Director (letôs 
not forget the great job she does pulling the cantatas together each Christmas and Easter). 

 

At Thurman-Brisben Center at 11pm, we had eleven people from the church, as well as four 
from the homeless shelter. The clients, while few, were very grateful that we came to share 
our Christmas Eve with them. 

 

On Christmas morning, while about 50 of us were in worship, Debbie Whittington and Marian 
Lynch were delivering meals to the homeless people Micah had put up in motels over the 
holiday weekend (because the shelter was closed for Christmas). At the service, the same 
musicians came through again with even more music. My thanks to the children who came up 
so we could bless their toys. We all enjoyed that. Then, following worship, a brunch was avail-
able for all who wanted to enjoy some additional fellowship and food. Again, the food was 
from Debbie and Marian. 

 

My thanks, finally, to my staff. Chris is the best administrative assistant Iôve had in over 30 
years of ministry. Carole is also top-notch as our Music Director. Greg does a great job keep-
ing the church clean for use throughout the week. And Judy is unmatched in her devotion to 
the nursery and her expert stewardship of the children. Without these people doing the great 
job they are doing, church life at St. Matthias would suffer terribly. God bless you all in this 
new year. 
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What we are is God's gift to us.   What we 

become is our gift to God. -  Anonymous 

 

The UMW (United Methodist Women) are alive and making a difference in the life of 

the  St. Matthias Methodist Church!   

 

2011 was a busy year for the women of St. Matthias.  We have been making crafts, sell-

ing cookbooks, catering luncheons, donating time and financial help to different organi-

zations and causes in the community and the VA Conference. 

We have been having monthly meetings, weekly craft workshops, getting to know each 

other better by having lunch at different local restaurants, and visiting local museums 

and attractions in the Fredericksburg area. 

 

Some of the events held this year were the Plant Sale held with the Men's Yard Sale in 

May 2011; the Craft/Bake Sale Fall Festival in Oct. 2011, that was a very successful 

time for the church.  The women sold crafts and bake sale items, the youth partici-

pated in face painting, pumpkin painting and moon bounce. We also had a white elephant 

sale of old treasures provided by the church members.  The Men's hot dog/chili sale 

and Micah ministry's funnel cake sale, along with the fire dept and rescue demonstra-

tions proved to be a fun day for St. Matthias and the neighborhood.   

The most recent project was the 68 Christmas Shoe Boxes that were filled with gifts 

by the St. Matthias members.  We want to thank everyone who participated in this 

worthy cause which provided 68 children with Christmas gifts this year.    

Last year we distributed 50 boxes. 

 

The following information shows our contributions to the life of the church: 

The UMW Catering Service has made $3,082.00 so far in 2011.  From these funds 

$600 went towards the roof fund and  

$2,179.00 went for new blinds in the Social Room a 

nd other window in the church office and classrooms.   
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Our beginning balance was $7,548.64 effective 12/31/2010.  We made money from ca-

tering lunches, the Lenten offering, Easter baskets and crafts, plant sale in the Spring, 

selling flavorings and knives, cookbook sales Craft/Bake sale which totaled $11,343.34. 

Our expenses and donations for 2011 were as follows: 

Catering expenses- $234.47 

Flavoring Expenses - $234.04 

Cookbooks - $1459.30 

Crafts - $745.92 

Blinds - $2,179.00 

Misc/Knives - $352.00 

Gladys Talley Fund - $38.85 

Kits for VA Conference - $161.08 

Red Bird - $200.00 

Fred Camp - $400.00 

Roof Fund - $600.00 

All God's Children - $350.00 

Micah - $100.00 

Food Bank - $100.00 

Relay for Life - $100.00 

Scholarships for High School Seniors - 2 @$500.00 each 

Total Expenses  = $8, 254.75 

At our November 2011 meeting, we voted to make the following donations: 

$300.00 - Galilee UMC, Edwardsville, VA on Fredericksburg District for Flood Relief 

from Hurricane Lee 

$50.00   - Dove gift 

$100.00 - Angel gift 

$ 150.00 - Staff gifts 

$300.00 - Micah Ministries for Boots/shoes 

$200.00 - Bicycle fund 

We hope to continue providing support for these activities,  

community and world projects. 

We want to thank everyone who participates in the giving of their time and financial 

assistance to all these endeavors.  
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UMM Officers for 2012:   President:  Derrick Hoiska 

                                           Vice President:  Gordon Payne 

                                           Treasurer:  Tom Wiegand 

                                           Chaplain:   Larry Davis 

   

I would like to thank everyone for their support in 2011  

and I look forward to serving in 2012. 

We will be away Jan and Feb and I appreciate Gordon Payne's willingness to fulfill my 

duties.   

  

Our wreath sales in December netted $600.00.  We would like to thank all who pur-

chased and helped with the making of 40 wreaths.    We also offer a special thanks to 

Marian Lynch for the use of the wreath-making machine (which is absolutely necessary 

for this project).  

  

Also our thanks to Dee Maki for her donation of living room furniture to a client of the 

Thurman Brisben Center.  The items were picked up and delivered to the family's per-

manent housing by Gordon Payne and Derrick Hoiska.   

  

Calendar of Events:          UMM Meeting - January 15 

                                         MICAH Breakfast - February 18 

                                         UMM Meeting - February 19 

  

Happy New Year from the UMM.    

 

I would like to thank everyone for the great donations that helped us to secure  46 bi-

cycles and helmets.. I also want to thank the Ballard family for their generous dona-

tions that allowed us to purchase 50 coats and jackets. The Salvation Army certainly 

needed everything. 

  

I would like to thank the children , Beth McBride, Carole Hall and Evelyn Penn for mak-

ing our Children's Christmas Program a success. 

  

I hope everyone will have a Happy New Year.   

Blessings,  

Mary Lou 

To have joy one must share it  
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From the bottom of my heart, I want to thank everyone who participated in the 

surprise recognition for my tenure as Ad Council chair.  I really had nothing to do 

with the successes (only the failures).  Without the time, talents, gifts, and ser-

vice of all of you who love this church and love our Lord, nothing would have hap-

pened.  You all made it an incredibly easy job.  I'm sure Sonny Bray will continue 

the tradition and keep our church moving in the direction God wants us to move. 

  

God Bless You All, 

Peg Jones 

Church Conference  

A Special Church Conference will be held on January 8, 2012 at 12:00 p.m. to 

vote on the Resolution of Establishing a Church Endowment.  Deal Tompkins will 

be doing a  presentation explaining the Endowment Fund in more detail prior to 

the vote. Copies of the Resolution are available on the table outside the church 

office. 

 
A heartfelt “Thank You” to my amazing St. Matthias Family for the incredible 

support I have received since the car accident. Thank you for the cards, the 

gifts, the food, visits, calls and especially your prayers! It has truly been mi-

raculous in my eyes! God bless you!  

Catherine Hull 

Give yourself an edge - believe  

Laughter is the shortest distance between family and friends 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  2 
*11am Prayer 
*6pm Micah  
Shelter 

3 
*11:30am Bridge 
*6pm Brownies 

4 
7pm Choir 

5 
*7pm Trustee 
Mtg. 
*7pm Al Anon 

6 
*11:30am Bridge 

7 

*6pm FUN 
GroupðòDead 
Tiredò Party 

8 
*1pm Cub Scouts 
*12pm Church 
Conference 
*6:30pm UMYF 
 

 

9 
*11am Prayer 
*6pm Micah  
Shelter 
*6:30pm Cub 
Scouts 
 

10 
*11:30am Bridge 

 

11 
*10am UMW Mtg. 
*6:30pm Daisy 
Troop 
*7pm Finance 
Mtg. 
*7pm Choir 

12 
*7pm Worship 
Mtg. 
*7pm Al Anon 
 
  

13 
*11:30am Bridge 
 

14 

 

15 
*7:30am UMM 
Breakfast 
*12:00 pm SPRC 
Mtg. 
*6:30pm UMYF 

 

16 
*11am Prayer 
  

17 
*11:30am Bridge 
*6pm Brownies 
 

18 
*7pm Choir 
  
  

19 
*7pm Ad. Council 
Mtg. 
*7pm Al Anon 

20 
*11:30am Bridge 

 

21 

 

22 
*6:30pm UMYF 
 

 

23 
*11am Prayer 
*6:30pm Cub 
Scouts  

24 
*11:30am Bridge 

 

25 
Newsletter  
Deadline 
*6:30pm Daisy 
Troop 
*7pm Choir 

26 
*6:30pm Cub 
Scouts 
*7pm Girl Scouts 
*7pm Al Anon 

27 
*11:30am Bridge 

28 
  
  
  
 

29 
 *12pm Potato 
Bar 
*6:30pm UMYF 
  
 

30 
*11am Prayer 
  
  
  
 

31 
*11:30am Bridge 
  

  
 

      

  
  

Notes: 
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2 R. Allan & Sherry King 

13 Larry & Debbie Davis 

25 Tom & Susan Wiegand 

1 Doris Jerman 

3 Sherrie Roland 

7 Craig Cate 

7 Don Clark 

7 Elizabeth Morris 

8 Linda Reichard 

10 Riley Wilkerson 

12 Janet Smith 

13 Rebecca Sprow 

14 Geoffrey Morris 

15 Linda Carraway 

15 Gwen Gesswein 

17 Alexis Von Schwanitz 

18 Bruce Ganger 

19 Kiana Brooks 

20 Rebecca Doyal 

22 Katie Hawkins-Plum 

22 Larry Vida 

23 Wayne Hogue 

23 Rachel Scarcia 

23 Roger Varela 

27 Merinell Vance 

29 Dennis Carraway 

29 Evelyn Penn 

30 Darryl Barnes 

31 Betsy Anderson 

31 Lisa Scarcia 

Please let the church office know if there are  

any errors or omissions with this list.  We are 

constantly working on updating our files. 
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Newsletter Deadline 
January 25

th
  

 
 

St. Matthias United Methodist Church 
426 Deacon Road 

Fredericksburg, Virginia 22405 
Phone: (540) 373-8759 

Email: office@stmatthiasumc.org 
 
 
 

Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Services 
8:45 and 11:00 a.m. 

Nursery Hours 
8:45 a.m. ï Birth to 2 years 

Sunday School Hour ï Birth to 2 years 
 

Nursery Volunteers Always Needed!!!!! 

 
St. Matthias United Methodist Church 

426 Deacon Road 

Fredericksburg, VA 22405 

mailto:office@stmatthiasumc.org

