
Newsletter 1The MESSENGERVolume 15, Issue 1 January 2010I N S I D E TH I S I S S U E2 UMW3 Jesus’ Children4 Finance Committee5 Trustee Awards6 Calendar of Events7 Birthdays & AnniversariesLooking Back in Gratitude overDecember’s activities Greening of the church for Advent and
Christmas Advent Celebration Advent and Christmas dramatic
monologues Beautiful Christmas cantata Delicious UMM prepared dinner post-
cantata 11 confirmands received in full
membership UMW catering to repay parsonage
renovation loan UMW soup and cookie jar project
raising $700 for Stop Hunger Now Narthex and hallways renovations
completed on time, on budget

 Presentation of 41 bicycles and helmets
and $900 in clothing to Salvation Army
Christmas outreach to poor Christmas gifts for the Dove (mentally ill)
and Angel (needy) programs Meaningful and lovely children’s
Christmas Eve program Music of the Christmas Eve servicesLooking Ahead in anticipationfor 2010 …..
We begin on Sunday, Jan. 3 thanking

those retiring committee members and
commissioning all committee members (including
the incoming ones) during services

We’ll re-new our covenant of baptism on
Jan. 10, Baptism of the Lord Sunday

We’ll begin a New Year with prayers for
commitment, vision, courage, enthusiasm, and
love in all we do in Christ’s name.

Blessings,
Pastor Paula

Become a Lay Speaker
Attend the Lay Speaking Academy

at VAUMAC Blackstone
February 26-28, 2010

Go to www.vaumc.org and click on
Event Calendar February 2010 for

info & registration forms.

United Methodist Day
at the General Assembly

Thursday, February 4, 2010
Richmond, Virginia

If you wish to participate please see the brochure on the
bulletin board outside pastor’s office. Registration deadline:

Friday, January 22, 2010



Newsletter 2A new year is beginning!!Oh, the possibilities!!!As for the United Methodist Women at St.Matthias UMC, we are looking ahead withexcitement. We have made plans for ourmonthly meetings--2nd Wednesday of eachmonth at 10 a.m. -- with a focus on mission,fun, fellowship, education. In the up andcoming months we will be taking the trolleyride in downtown Fredericksburg, enjoyinglunch at a historic site, and bringing in aspokesperson for breast cancer awareness.On January 13, our first meeting of the year,we will hear from the Mission Team who wentto Mississippi to help Katrina victims. Thiswas a mission project our unit supportedthrough our money making efforts.Speaking of raising funds for mission, we willcontinue to meet each Wednesday at 10 amto make various craft projects. Thesecrafts will become part of our annual CraftShow that is held in the fall. Besides theoccasional bake sale, we also plan toparticipate in a spring plant sale and a“Mission giving during Lent” calendar.Last, but not least, this year our Maymeeting will be held in the evening. We willbe inviting our women to a Mother/Daughterbanquet. By Mother/Daughter, we meanmothers, daughters, grandmothers,granddaughters, daughter-in-laws, sisters,nieces, aunts, etc. If you don’t think youhave one, we invite you to “borrow” one, comealong, and enjoy the festivities with us.Watch the church bulletin and newsletterfor more details on this event and all otherUMW activities.Come join us as we serve The Lord! Dear Friends and Family,Bobby and I would like to expressour deepest appreciation for yourdonations to St. Matthias in honor ofour mother. I know it was done out oflove for our mom and we really do wantto thank each of you.Pastor Paula asked if there wasany place special we would like to seethe money applied. At first, I just saidwherever it was needed most. However,the next day, I was lucky enough to havelunch with one of my mom’s closestfriends, Margaret Ann. She suggested itbe turned over to the United MethodistWomen’s group, a group my mom wasquite involved in while at St. Matthias.She and I agreed these dear friends ofMom’s would know exactly where themoney is needed. I suspect it will besomewhere in Mom’s favorite place, thekitchen.I know we will all miss herterribly especially during this time ofthe year. Isn’t it a comfort though toknow Mom gets to go with my dad toJesus’ birthday party?I pray each of you will have ablessed holiday season and again, thanksso much for your contribution and moreimportantly, for loving my mom. I amsure each of you blessed her life morethan you could ever know.Merry ChristmasDenise Guest(Daughter of Gladys Talley)



Newsletter 3Jesus’ Children“Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdomof heaven belongs to such as these.”Matthew 19:14 nivKid’s ClubAll children grades 3rd through 5th are invitedThank you, to everyone who worked so hard last month, making Christmas presents andvisiting some of our “shut-ins” friends. You did a wonderful job and you were/are trulyappreciated!The next Kid’s Club event will be on January 10th after the eleven o’clock service. We will be going to the FieldHouse for a game of “Capture the Flag” and “Dodge Ball”. We will eat the usual bag lunch after church, work ona few things and then car pool to Rt. 2 & 17. Cost for this event is $5.00 per person.Important Info: You will be playing active games. Please wear appropriate clothing and shoes and bring awater bottle with you. If you have any questions contact Rosa Hogue at rosahogue@cox.net or Julie Dixon atjrdixon11@cox.netWith special thanks andmuch appreciation for yourdonation of books,lap robes and other itemsfor the veterans.McGuire VA Medical CenterVoluntary Service I’d like to thank membersof the UMW for makingseveral new chrismons forour Christmas tree in thesanctuary this year. Manychrismons needed to bereplaced and a lot of timewent into making newones.Many thanks,Becky Hubbard,Altar GuildThank you for all yourflower and poinsettiaorders this past year.We look forward toserving you in 2010!Barbara NashPlants ‘N ThingsFood CardsPurchasing Food Lion or Giant Cards = $$$$ for Parsonage LoanDo you have your Food Cards for January? Cards may be purchased duringSunday school hour in the Church office.



Newsletter 4FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEEAs we close out the year 2009, and prepare to begin the new year of 2010, I’d liketo once again take this opportunity, on behalf of the Finance Committee of St. Matthias,to thank you the congregation for your generosity and financial support by reviewing afew of our financial accomplishments in 2009.Because of you, even amidst these uncertain economic times, we have managed topay all of our financial obligations on time, maintain our facilities, compensate our staff,and purchase the goods and services needed to carry out the mission of St. MatthiasUMC. At the time of this writing, we anticipate finishing the year with operating revenueslightly ahead of operating expenses.Because of you, we were able to fully fund and complete the Narthex Renovationproject. It was just under twelve months from collecting the first dollar of funding tothe last. The actual construction, beginning with installation of the new entryway doorsto the laying of the hallway floors, and including upgrading the areas outside theentrance to the sanctuary and the Missions hallway by our own in-house experts, was allcompleted in 2009.Because of you, we were once again able to fulfill 100% of our obligations to theConference and District. Many of the other churches within these areas were unable tomeet their goals this year.Because of you, this year we again used zero operating funds to make the monthlypayments on our parsonage renovation loan—and there are only eight monthly paymentsremaining. If we are able to pay it off by next summer, that would be almost a yearearlier than the bank’s scheduled payoff.Because of you, and your generous support of the Bike Fund, St. Matthiaspurchased 41 bicycles for the Salvation Army this year, as well as an additional $900 inchildren’s clothing for Christmas 2009.Because of you, a team of ten from St. Matthias again went to the MississippiGulf Coast for a week in November to represent you as “the hands and feet of Christ.” Acheck for $2,100 from you accompanied them and was given to the cause of continuingto rebuild homes and lives damaged and destroyed by Hurricane Katrina.Because of you, St. Matthias gave $771.32 to the Society of St. Andrew,collected $475 for the Red Bird Mission in Kentucky, as well as generous amounts forseveral of the youth missions activities, and numerous other local mission opportunities.Because of you, all of this (and much more) happened here at St. Matthias thisyear of 2009. Thanking you again for all that you do,Kathleen SmithFinance Committee



Newsletter 5Awards Presented to the TrusteesBonnieGardner-GoldenPaint Brush MikeMurray-GoldenDrywallknifeACGlover-TheGolden P-Trap SpencerCourtney- GOO BGoneExtremeAdditionAwardDougReading-GoldenToiletFlapper Mike Miller-GoldenNailer GuideTool(centersnailerperfectlywheninstallingvalances tohidden 3/4"dowel pegs)



Newsletter 6Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat01Office Closed 0203*6:30pm CubScouts*7pm UMYF 04*6:30pm CubScouts 05*7:30pm UMYFMeeting 06*11am Prayer*7pm Choir 07*7pm Trustees*7pm Al-Anon 08 09*8:30pm DistrictTraining @Ebenezer UMC10*12pm Kid’s Club*6:30pm CubScouts*7pm UMYF 11*6:30pm CubScouts 12 13*10am UMW*11am Prayer*7pm Finance*7pm Choir 14*7pm Worship*7pm Al-Anon 15 16*7pm Bridge17*7:30am UMMBreakfast*12pm SPRC*7pm UMYF 18 19 20NewsletterDeadline*11am Prayer*7pm Choir 21*7pm Admin.Council Mtg.*7pm Al-Anon 22 2324*6:30pm CubScouts*7pm UMYF 25*6:30pm CubScouts 26 27*11am Prayer*7pm Choir 28*7pm Girl Scouts*7pm Al-Anon 29 3031*6:30pm CubScouts*7pm UMYF



Newsletter 71 Doris Jerman3 Sherrie Roland7 Craig Cate7 Don Clark7 Elizabeth Morris7 Michael Murphy8 Linda Reichard10 Riley Wilkerson12 Melissa Leese12 Janet Smith13 Rebecca Sprow14 Geoffrey Morris15 Linda Carraway15 Gwen Gesswein17 Alexis Von Schwanitz19 Kiana Brooks22 Katie Hawkins-Plum22 Larry Vida23 Rev. Wayne Hogue23 Rachel Scarcia23 Adam Sullivan23 Roger Varela23 Nicholas Zwileneff26 David Arthur27 Merinell Vance29 Dennis Carraway29 Evelyn Penn30 Darryl Barnes31 Betsy Anderson31 Lisa Scarcia 1 R Allan & Sherry King13 Larry & Deborah Davis25 Tom & Susan WiegandPlease let the church office know if there are any errors or omissions with this list. We are constantlyworking on updating our files.
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