A Memorial Day Praver

Almighty God, before whom stand the living and the dead, we
your children, whose mortal life is but a hand’s breadth, give
thanks to you:

For all those through whom you have blessed our pilgrimage,
whose lives that have empowered us, whose influence is a
healing grace ... We lift up thankful hearts.

For the dear friends and family members, whose faces we see
no more, but whose love is with us for ever ... We lift up
thankful hearts.

For the teachers and companions of our childhood and youth,
and for the members of our household of faith who worship you
now in heaven ... We lift up thankful hearts.

For those who sacrificed themselves, our brothers and sisters
who have given their lives for the sake of others ... We lift up
thankful hearts.

That we may hold them all in continual remembrance, and ever
think of them as with you in that city whose gates are not shut
by day and where there is no night ... We lift up thankful
hearts.

That we may now be dedicated to working for a world where
labor is rewarded, fear dispelled, and the nations made one,

O Lord, save your people and bless your heritage.
Day by day we magnify you, and worship your name, for
ever and ever. Amen

(John Hunter, Scotland, 20" Century, United Methodist Book of Worship)
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2010 Annual Conference offering to benefit Mozambique,
Brazil, Grace Ministries

Each year members of local churches are encouraged to help
raise money for global mission projects designated by the bishop. The
pastor or lay representative of each church will take that money to
Annual Conference where it will be collected during a special time of
the session.

Bishop Charlene Kammerer has announced that the 2010
Annual Conference offering goal is $300,000 and will benefit the
following leadership development projects:

Brazil: $100,000 — The Shade and Fresh Water
Project is a national network of centers developed
by the Brazil Methodist Church to keep children off
the streets and away from gangs and drugs. This
year’s offering will help fund curriculum and
teacher training materials for “Shade and Fresh
Water” centers and other children’s centers
sponsored by the Brazil Methodist Church.

I Mozambique: $100,000 — This money will
| help pay for education and training for Sunday
school teachers, lay preachers and pastors in
| the United Methodist Church in Mozambique
which is growing rapidly and needs leadership
for the hundreds of new United Methodist
— —= churches being established throughout this
southeastern Afncan nation.

Virginia: $100,000 — Grace Ministries, a community
outreach program of the Arlington District, addresses

the most pressing material and spiritual needs of low-
income immigrants in northern Virginia and empowers
immigrants to become community leaders. Grace
Ministries provides emergency food, clothing,
household items, diapers and health care information at
seven United Methodist Churches. Your gifts will help
provide job training programs for personal care aides, :
certified nurse aides and for CDL/ESL training for school bus drlvers
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